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INNOTECH 

Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization Regional 
Center for Educational Innovation and Technology (SEAMEO 
INNOTECH) is dedicated to identifying common and unique 
education problems and needs of Southeast Asian countries 
and developing innovative and technology-based solutions to 
address these needs. 

The Center aids in educational development within and 
outside the region through its service areas: training and 
human resource development, research and development, 
knowledge management and special programs focusing 
on key areas of concern in the Southeast Asian education 
community.
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As 2016 comes 
to a close, the 
Center hopes 
the new year 
to be a step 
forward in 
providing a 
better future for 
every learner in 
Southeast Asia. 
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60th govErning 
BoarD mEEting 
in Bangkok, 
thailanD 

Development and Workspace 
Improvement, and status of the 
Research and Innovation Fund 
(RIF).

The Governing Board Meeting 
is held annually to guide the 
Center in its policies and 
directions.  

DID YOU KNOW?
Thailand hosted the 
Governing Board Meeting 
for a total of 12 times, more 
than the other countries, 
following Philippines 
with a total of 16 times. 

Dr. Ramon C. Bacani, SEAMEO 
INNOTECH Director, led the 
meeting to discuss the Center’s 
accomplishments, projects and 
initiatives, fi nancial matters, staff 
development matters, transition 
to ISO 9001:2015, updates 
on the SEAMEO Education 
Development Fund (SEDF) and 
SEAMEO INNOTECH Regional 
Scholarship for Education 
Leaders and Managers (SELM), 
and preparations for the 
upcoming 15th International 
Conference.

Some of the highlighted projects 
and initiatives were the SEAMEO 
INNOTECH Regional Education 
Program (SIREP), Regional 
Networking, Technology 
Infrastructure, Campus 

The Governing Board members 
of SEAMEO INNOTECH convened 
on 19-21 October in Bangkok, 
Thailand to discuss the Center’s 
accomplishments for the past 
year, as well as its direction and 
future plans. The 60th Governing 
Board Meeting was attended 
by representatives from 
SEAMEO member countries, 
SEAMEO Secretariat, and the 
Management Committee of 
SEAMEO INNOTECH.

thE innotEch govErning BoarD. The Governing Board members of the Center pose for a group photo 
in their annual meeting held in Bangkok, Thailand. 
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Open Space Technology is one way to 
enable all kinds of people in any kind of 
organization, to create inspired meetings 
and events. It begins without any formal 
agenda, beyond the overall purpose or 
theme. 

Open Space World, “What is Open Space 
Technology?” Retrieved August 25, 2016 from 
http.//www.openspaceworld.org/wp2/what-is/ 

WoSonoS in 
manila

topics were overfl owing that 
organizers decided to add 
another session on the last day.

Along with the conversations 
happening in Manila, some 
open space enthusiasts also 
participated in the event 
through the Virtual Open Space 
on Open Space (VOSonOS) 
on Qiqo Chat. They held 
and organized their own 
conversations virtually while 
Manila is asleep.

Participants had different 
thoughts and refl ections on 
the 3-day conference. Some 
considered it as a personal 
experience – where open space 
helped them discover and 
rediscover themselves and 
open their eyes and minds to 
the changes in the world. While 
some committed to practice OST 
in their respective works as they 
have seen it as an exciting way of 
engaging their stakeholders.

The host of next year’s WOSonOS 
is yet to be decided.

World Open Space on Open 
Space is the annual worldwide 
gathering of enthusiasts, 
practitioners, and all those 
interested in Open Space 
Technology (OST). This year’s 
conference was hosted by 
SEAMEO INNOTECH, co-
organized by the Civil Service 
Commission, Philippine Society 
for Training and Development, 
Organization Development 
Professionals Network, and Saidi 
Graduate School of Organization 
Development, and sponsored by 
Neuland, Qiqo Chat, Open Space 
Institute USA, and Pushpin Visual 
Solutions. 

You can view the session 
documentations through https://
goo.gl/3NDZAS  

SEAMEO INNOTECH successfully 
hosted the 24th World Open 
Space on Open Space, 10-
12 November 2016 in Manila, 
Philippines. Around 100 
teachers, facilitators, artists, and 
open space enthusiasts from all 
over the world attended the fi rst 
ever WOSonOS conference held 
in the Philippines.

Harrison Owen, though not able 
to come to the Philippines due 
to health issues, greeted the 
participants through a video call 
during the conference’s opening 
session. He imparted strong 
message to the participants, 
saying that they are currently 
experiencing a world that is 
full of surprises. “Things we 
thought would happen did not 
happen,” he said. “OST (Open 
Space Technology) would be 
an opportunity to give people 
a chance to see something 
different and new.” He added.

Almost 100 topics were 
generated throughout the 3-day 
conference. From spirituality, 
healing, open space for the body, 
to feminism, political issues, 
work-life balance, facilitation 
method, and open space at 
work, participants presented a 
wide range of topics that they 
are passionate about. Discussion 
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SUZannE DaiglE 
conDUctS 
agilE BEYonD 
SoFtWarE 
WorkShoP 

Agile usually refers to a group 
of software development 
methodologies. The Agile 
process emphasizes on 
teamwork, working software, 
close customer collaboration, 
and the ability to respond 
quickly to change. Scrum is one 
of the many Agile processes. 
It is usually used to manage 
complex software and product 
development.

This training aims to help the 
participants put their ideas and 
initiatives which emerged from 
the Open Space into action 

and/or carry this new learning 
forward in their daily work.

Daigle compared the method 
of Agile and Scrum to the use 
of Head and the Heart. She said 
that both should be used for 
better collaboration, effi ciency, 
productivity, and continuous 
improvement.

Pushpin Visual Solutions, a 
sponsor of WOSonOS 2016, 
made a graphic summary of the 
workshop, which can be viewed 
on: https://goo.gl/VbP3rH  

As part of the 24th World 
Open Space on Open Space 
(WOSonOS) happening in 
Manila, Suzanne Daigle, former 
president of the Open Space 
Institute USA, conducted a 
pre-conference entitled “Agile 
beyond Software,” 8 November 
2016.

agilE DEvEloPmEnt. Suzainne Daigle teaches how solutions evolve through collaboration between self-
organizing, cross-functional teams utilizing the appropriate practices for their context.
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innotEch anD Ulm PartnErS again 
For StratEgic lEaDErShiP anD 
govErnancE lEarning Program

Twenty-three (23) participants 
consisting of a rector, vice 
rectors, directors, deans, and 
heads of departments were able 
to discuss current and emerging 
context of higher education 
reforms throughout the week-
long program. They were also 
able to identify and assess their 
expanded roles as academic and 
administrative leaders based 
on the changing academic 
landscape.

The participants also had the 
opportunity to assess innovations 
in study programs, research, 
services and institutional 
system by visiting three Higher 
Education Institutions in the 
Philippines. They visited De 
La Salle University, a private 
comprehensive university with 
a well-developed practicum 
and leadership programs, the 
Technological Institute of the 
Philippines, a private institution 
which gained international 
academic accreditation for its 
engineering and computing 
programs from the US-based 
ABET (formerly known as 
the Accreditation Board for 
Engineering and Technology 
considered the global gold 
standards in engineering 
and computing education 
accreditation) and the Seoul 
Accord, and the University of 
the Philippine Los Baños, a 
state university that has played 
an infl uential role in Asian 
agriculture and biotechnology 
due to its pioneering efforts 
in plant breeding and 
bioengineering, particularly 
in the development of high-
yielding and pest-resistant crops.

The week-long learning 
program was concluded with 
the participants developing 
their strategic action plan 
to strengthen ULM’s quality 
assurance policies, system, and 
processes.  

SEAMEO INNOTECH was once 
again tapped by the Universitas 
Lambung Mangkurat (ULM), 
a premier state university 
in Indonesia, to develop a 
customized learning program 
for the Deans and Department 
Heads of the University. This time 
round, the learning program 
focused on strategic leadership 
and governance. The said 
learning program happened on 
12-19 November 2016 in Manila, 
Philippines.

ExPloring EDUcation in Ph. The participants of the learning 
program look into some PH’s agircultural innovations.
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SEDF Program 
on ExcEllEncE 
in StratEgic 
thinking anD 
innovation For 
SEa School 
lEaDErS 

On 16-23 November, 30 school 
leaders and officers of the 
Ministries of Education from the 
10 SEAMEO member countries 
participated in the INNOTECH 
program “Excellence in Strategic 
Thinking and Innovation” held in 
Manila, Philippines. This program 
under the SEAMEO Educational 
Development Fund (SEDF) aims 
to strengthen the participants’ 
competencies in defining, 
or redefining, the strategic 
direction of their school, making 
informed decisions and leading 
change and innovation in order 
to bring their schools to a new 
level of excellence.

The week-long face-to-face 
interaction is the 2nd phase 
of the said learning program. 
Phase 1, held in the last week of 
October, is an online interaction 
through the INNOTECH flexible 
learning system (iFLEX) which 
sets the context of the program. 
Phase 2 provides the venue for 
deeper interaction, learning and 
exchanges between and among 
the participants, while Phase 
3, a set of post-course online 
conversations happening on 
January 2017, allows for higher 
level of discussion and reflection 
based on the actual application 
of learning on the ground.

BEttEr School lEaDErS. The participants from different countries in the region convened for a deeper 
interaction, learning and exchanges on strategic thinking and innovation. 
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innotEch 
conDUctS Short 
coUrSE For moEc 
inDonESia 

Participants were introduced to 
the Philippine Early Childhood 
Care and Development (ECCD) 
Framework, Digital Citizenship, 
Privacy and Cybercrime, and 
e-Citizenship. INNOTECH staff 
also had the chance to introduce 
technology-based programs 
and projects of the Center, 
such as Mobile Technology 
for Teachers (MT4T), Weaving 
Identities, instructional materials 
development, and management 
of fl exible learning courses.

The participants were also 
exposed to other practices of 
technology-based learning 

through a school visit to AMA 
University.

At the end of the short course, 
participants were able to 
develop their own action 
plan, where they were able 
to contextualize the topics 
discussed to their country’s 
situation.

SEAMEO INNOTECH developed 
the said short course upon 
the request of the Directorate 
General for Early Childhood 
Education and Community 
Education, MOEC Indonesia.  

Through this face-to-face 
interaction, participants had the 
chance to discuss the changing 
context of education and schools 
in the region, revisit the strategic 
direction of their schools, and 
translate the strategic directions 
into concrete actions. At the 
end of the week-long program, 

participants were able to 
integrate their learning into their 
action strategies.

This program underscores the 
importance of the competency 
strand Strategic Thinking and 
Innovation, one of the fi ve 

major competencies of the 
2014 Competency Framework 
for SEA School Heads. The 
program was designed to better 
prepare the school leaders for 
the challenges and demands 
of the fast changing education 
environment.  

Twenty-one (21) offi cials and staff 
of the Ministry of Education and 
Culture (MOEC) of Indonesia 
came to the Philippines for a 
customized short course on 
14-18 November 2016. The 5-day 
short course tackled technology-
based learning management on 
early childhood education and 
community education.

StrongEr linkagES. Center Director Dr. Ramon C. Bacani and the Indonesia’s MOEC put on their best 
smile after a successful short course on early childhood education and community education. 
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innotEch 
trainS EccD 
longitUDinal 
StUDY tESt 
aDminiStratorS

SEAMEO INNOTECH has started 
its series of training for the 
70 test administrators for the 
project “Longitudinal Study 
on the Effects of Kindergarten 
of Early Childhood Care and 
Development (ECCD) Program 
on Learning Experiences and 
Performance of Kindergarten 
Pupils through Grade 2.” First 
batch of the training was held 
3-5 November 2016 in Davao City 
for the 46 test administrators 
from Mindanao and Visayas.

The longitudinal study seeks 
to better understand the 
cognitive, social and emotional 
skills of young Filipino children 
in different contexts and to 
assess how ECCD relates to 
children’s development, learning 
experiences and performance in 
the school. The research utilizes 
instruments developed by the 
Assessment, Curriculum and 
Technology Research Centre 
(ACTRC)—an assessment tool 
for numeracy and literacy—as 
well as other tests developed 
by SEAMEO INNOTECH and 
the Australian Council for 
Educational Research (ACER) for 
social emotional development 
skills and oral language skills.

The training of test 
administrators was conducted to 
introduce the new instruments 
to be used for the upcoming 
Round 3, targeted in the fi rst 
quarter of 2017. In addition, the 
Sinugbuanong Binisaya version 
of the ACTRC test materials was 
validated in two sample sites, 7 
November 2016.

The second training, which 
is for the test administrators 
from Luzon, was held on 24-
26 November 2016 in Quezon 
City. Twenty-four (24) test 
administrators were introduced 
to the new instrument.

The 4-year ECCD Study is led 
by UNICEF, in partnership with 
the Philippine Department 
of Education, Assessment, 
Curriculum and Technology 
Research Center (ACTRC), the 
Philippine Department of Social 
Welfare and Development, 
Australian Council for 
Educational Research (ACER), 
and SEAMEO INNOTECH.  

“Early childhood care 
and education is the full 
range of health, nutrition, 
early education and social 
services that provide for 
the holistic needs of 0-6 
children.”
RA 8980: The Early Childhood 
Care and Development Act

thirD-roUnD training. The Center throroughly briefs the test 
administrators on the new instrument for the third round of the study. 
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gUro21 
conclUDES in 
rEgion xii 

part of the evaluation process. 
The next batch of learners for 
the same courses in Region 
XII has been oriented on 24-26 
November which also happened 
in General Santos City. These 
learners will engage in 7-8 weeks 
of blended learning program to 
enhance their skills as teachers 
and school heads of the 21st 
century.

Teaching and Learning 
Excellence in School 
Leadership for Southeast Asia 
(TEACHeXCELS) is a fl exible 
learning course addressing 
the need to strengthen school 
heads’ capacity to manage the 

teaching and learning processes 
in the 21st-century classroom. 
The course features updates 
on facilitative teaching, active 
learning, and differentiated 
instruction, among others.

Gearing Up Responsible and 
Outstanding Teachers in 
Southeast Asia for the 21st 
Century (GURO21) is a menu 
of fl exible learning courses 
designed to enhance the 
capabilities of Southeast Asian 
teachers in addressing the 
teaching-learning requirements 
of the 21st century. 

The 5th batch of GURO21 and 
TEACHeXCELS learners in Region 
XII successfully wrapped up their 
courses last 28-30 November 
in General Santos City. About 
600 teachers and school heads 
participated in the batch’s 
revalida and graduation.

Through the revalida, 
participants shared their 
experiences and learning as 

lEarning BY Sharing. The GURO21 participants shared their experiences and learning throughout the 
duration of the course on teaching and learning in the 21st-century classroom. 
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chriStmaSaYa 
Sa kanlUngan ni 
maria 

On 15 December, SEAMEO 
INNOTECH celebrated the 
Christmas season with the Lolo’s 
and Lola’s in Kanlungan ni Maria, 
a home for poor, abandoned, 
neglected, homeless and sick 
elderly. Staff and partners 
prepared a short program 
consisting of simple games and 
song numbers for the elderlies 
in Kanlungan. Simple gifts 
were also given out during the 
program. Our Lolo’s and Lola’s 
in Kanlungan also prepared a 
short presentation to show their 
gratitude.

Kanlungan ni Maria – Home 
for the Aged currently shelters 
30 elderlies in Antipolo City. 
You can extend your help to 
Kanlungan through donating 
daily necessities or becoming a 
partner. 

This Christmas event is part of 
SEAMEO INNOTECH’s annual 
social responsibility activity. 

‘kahit maPUti na ang BUhok 
ko.’ Staff and partners share 
their love and blessings with 
the grandmas and grandpas in 
Kanlungan ni Maria, providing 
them with entertainment, food, 
and good company. 
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thiS iS hoW WE roll. Chef 
Miguel Antonio teaches Center staff 
and partners how to make different 
kinds of sushi in his Lots of Learning 
session; the students also got to try 
their hands on sushi making!

rESiliEncY on lEarning. 
Dr. Robbie Guevarra shared his 
knowledge on disaster resiliency 
and readiness in education to 
support the Center in pursuing 
initiatives in the said area. 
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innotEch 
PrEParES For iSo 
tranSition 

As the Center aspires to provide 
a better future for every learner 
in Southeast Asia and beyond, 
SEAMEO INNOTECH prepares 
to transition from its ISO 
9001:2008 certifi cation to ISO 
9001:2015. The Center held a 
workshop to review and validate 
its organizational context, 19 
December 2016.

Staff from the different offi ces 
and units reviewed the changes 

made from the Center’s latest 
fi ve-year plan and validated it 
against the requirements of 
the new certifi cation. Plenary 
discussions include changes 
from the Center’s 9FYDP, the 
Center’s new vision, mission and 
core values, its strategic goals 
and objectives, its organizational 
structure, its review and planning 
process, its operational processes 
framework, as well as the scope 
of the ISO certifi cation, and the 
Center’s quality policy.

Through the workshop, 
staff members were able to 
understand the organizational 

issues and concerns. Needs and 
expectations of the involved 
parties were also discussed and 
recognized.

ISO 9001 is a standard that 
sets out the requirements 
for a quality management 
system. It helps businesses 
and organizations to be more 
effi cient and improve customer 
satisfaction. One major 
difference of the 2008 and 2015 
versions is that 2015 focuses 
more on risk-based thinking. 

kEEPing UP With thE StanDarDS. Quality and Systems Management Offi ce Manager Carolyn 
Rodriguez and Reffy Cada lead the ISO proceses and cetifi cation in the Center. 
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Bacani, Director of SEAMEO 
INNOTECH. Also present as 
witnesses in the MOU signing 
were Ms. Christine N. Ferrer, 
Director of External Linkages 
and International Affairs of 
TAU, and Mr. Benito E. Benoza, 
Manager of Knowledge 
Management and Networking 
Off ice of SEAMEO INNOTECH.

Through this partnership, the 
two institutions recognize the 
value of strategic partnership 
as a means of fulf illing 
programmatic goals and 
in broadening the scope 
of services to the region’s 
education community. 

SEamEo 
innotEch anD 
taU SEalS 
PartnErShiP

On 2 December, SEAMEO 
INNOTECH signed 
a memorandum of 
understanding with Tarlac 
Agricultural University, a 
state university providing 
professional, technical 
and instruction for special 
purposes and promote 
research extension services 
and progressive leadership in 
agriculture and agricultural 

education, home technology 
and other related f ields.

The partnership includes 
sharing of knowledge, relevant 
information, research, and 
best practices, as well as 
technical cooperation and joint 
research. The partnership also 
includes provision on on-the-
job training and capability 
enhancement of education 
workers and other key 
developmental concerns.

The MOU was signed by Dr. 
Max P. Guillermo, President 
of TAU, and Dr. Ramon C. 

nEW tiES FormaliZED. Center Director Dr. Ramon C. Bacani and TAU President Dr. Max P. Guillermo 
shake hands to signify the start of a promising partnership. 
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About the publication
School Health Care and Nutrition in Primary Schools in Southeast Asia: 
Policies, Programs, and Good Practices, funded under the SEAMEO 
INNOTECH Regional Education Program (SIREP), aims to provide a regional 
perspective towards the development of a shared school health care and 
nutrition (SHCN) agenda for primary schools. 

The report was published in December 2016 and can be downloaded from 
our website.

DID YOU KNOW?
4 of 6 Southeast Asian countries consider underweight 
primary students and students suffering from dental 

problems as the most common school health care and 
nutrition problems. 


